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Stage 1 (University Foundation) – Computing (Technical Stream)
Duration: 2 semesters
Intakes: January & September

By choosing a degree with the University’s School of Computing, you will gain the skills and knowledge to become a confident and highly employable graduate, capable of making valuable contributions to the information industry. Many of the school’s programmes are accredited by the British Computing Society (BCS).

The Foundation has been designed for students who wish to study one of the following University of Portsmouth degree courses:

· BSc (Hons) Computer Science
With computers infiltrating every element of our society, we now need specialist people to create, understand and advance computer science. Through the study of computer hardware, software, programming, computation and information processing, this course enables you to specialise in the more technical aspects of computer systems design.
· BSc (Hons) Computing
If you look at the word ‘compute’ in its literal sense it means working out. The systems we use today all have to be created and computing is the discipline behind this. It’s a language that keeps our society communicating in the global world. This course allows you to select your own study pathway according to your aspirations and interests. 
· BSc (Hons) Software Engineering
Despite the techie stereotype, software engineers have a practical, creative and rewarding role that involves a great deal of technical knowledge, inventiveness and interaction with people.
· BSc (Hons) Forensic Computing
This course provides a core background in computing whilst building a solid foundation to the principles, techniques and processes essential for you to become a computer forensics investigator.

Course information

One credit is equivalent to 10 hours of learning. This programme is comprised of 125 credit points, equivalent to 1250 notional hours comprised of 412 contact hours and 788 self-directed hours. You will study the following modules over two semesters:
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	Module Name
	Module Code
	Core/ Option
	Credit
	Assessment Type
	Weighting (%)

	ICT Skills
Contact hours per week: 3h
	BUS107BL
	Core
	10	(A)  Practical exercise covering word and excel skills
	40
	
	
	
	
	(B) 2 hour closed book exam
	60
	Maths for Science and Computing
Contact hours per week: 5h
	SCI101SC
	Core
	20
	(A) 1 hour (closed book) in-class test 
	40

	
	
	
	
	(B) Final 2 hour closed book exam
	60

	Interactive Learning Skills and Communication
Contact hours per week: 5h
	ILSCBL0
	Core
	20	(A) Research and Reference a Topic
	10
	
	
	
	
	(B) Oral Presentation
	20

	
	
	
	
	(C) Group Project
	20

	
	
	
	
	(D) Closed Book Examination 2.5 hours to include listening component
	40

	
	
	
	
	(E) PDP Portfolio
	10

	Engineering Principles 1
Contact hours per week: 5h
	ENS101
	Core
	20
	(A) 1500 word laboratory report
	20

	
	
	
	
	(B) 1 hour closed book exam
	30

	
	
	
	
	(C) 2 hour closed book exam
	50

	Business Studies
Contact hours per week: 4h
	BUS106
	Core
	10
	(A) 15 minute group presentation (business plan)
	10

	
	
	
	
	(B) 1500 word individual business plan
	40

	
	
	
	
	(C) 2 hour closed book exam
	50

	Numerical Techniques 2
Contact hours per week: 4h
	SCI102
	Core
	20
	(A) 2 hour closed book exam
	40

	
	
	
	
	(B) 2 hour closed book exam
	60

	Research Method, Critical Thinking & Expression
Contact hours per week: 4h
	RES101
	Core
	15
	(A) 1 hour in-class test
	20

	
	
	
	
	(B) 1000 word written argument
	20

	
	
	
	
	(C) Final 2 hour closed book exam
	60

	Programming Concepts
Contact hours per week: 4h
	SCI107
	Core
	10
	(A) MCT (20 mins)
	5

	
	
	
	
	(B) MCT (20 mins)
	5

	
	
	
	
	(C) MCT (20 mins)
	5

	
	
	
	
	(D) Problem solving task
	25

	
	
	
	
	(E) Final 2 hour closed book examination
	60



You will be required to pass all modules (125 credits) in order to successfully complete Stage 1 (University Foundation).
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